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 REVIEWS. 275

 one among others equally important. One often hears, for instance, the winter
 climate of Britain unduly emphasized with respect to its " mildness." Warm
 for the latitude the British winter undoubtedly is, a circumstance which brings
 certain advantages. But" mildness " in this connection is a term of physiological
 signification, and in the general character of the weather the severity of a
 northern winter asserts itself, perhaps, more prominently in Britain than in
 many frost-bound continental countries, where the thermoraeter stands so much
 lower. In direct proportion as England and Scotland are warm in winter for
 their latitudes, so are they raw, damp, and gloomy, subject to violent gales,
 rapid fluctuations of temperature, and sudden visitations of severe frost and snow.

 l, c, W. B8

 Weather Forecasting.

 ? What will the Weather be ?' By H. G. Busk. 2nd edit. Photographs and
 Diagrams. Cambridge: W. Heffer & Sons. 1911.

 This little book consists essentially of a series of tables basing predictions of
 immediate forthcoming weather upon the direction of the wind in association
 with the condition of the barometer, according to the season of the year.
 Whilst we do not think it is possible to form generalizations of this description
 such as would hold, at the best estimate, on more than six or seven occasions
 in ten, we think that the book will serve a very useful purpose in causing those
 into whose hands it may fall to make a close comparative study of the predicted
 weather and that actually experienced, and so enabling them to build upon the
 principles already established. The forecasts actually set forth are not probably
 of greater value than one, for instance, which we have found by experience to
 hold fairly well for the south of England, namely, that a white or hoar frost
 usually portends rain, and a " black " frost snow. Apart, however, from the
 rather numerous exceptions which cannot be said to prove the rule, the prog-
 nostication is further vitiated by the occasional inability to decide whether
 a frost should be called white or black, inasmuch as a severe black frost,
 characterized perhaps by a hard sky and cutting easterly wind, will always be
 marked by a somewhat copious deposition of rime, which would in this case
 certainly foretell snow. L. C. W. B.

 POLITICAL AND COMMERCIAL GEOGRAPHY.

 The Supply of Iron Ores.

 < The Iron Ore Resources of the World.' An Inquiry made upon the Initiative of the
 Executive Committee of the XI. International Geological Congress, Stockholm,
 1910. Vol. 1, lxxix. + 552 pp.; vol. 2, pp. 553 and 1068, 22 pls., 142 figs.;
 Atlas, 43 maps.

 As iron is the most useful of all metals; there are periodic outbursts of anxiety
 as to the extent of the future supplies. The quantity of the richest iron ores
 is undoubtedly limited, and there is a steady fall in the grade of the ores used.
 The ingenuity of the miner and the metallurgist, however, continually renders
 poorer ore available, and the cheapening of transport continually increases the
 area from which it can be brought to the smelting works. Nevertheless there
 are frequent predictions of an iron famine. Hence the Swedish Committee
 which organized the last International Geological Congress in Stockholm, did a
 useful work when it collected a series of reports from all the iron-producing
 countries of the world containing estimates of the extent of the known iron
 ores. The reports have now been issued in two large quarto volumes and a
 folio atlas. They have been edited by Prof. Sjogren. He clagsifies the world
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